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Helping Others this Holiday Season

Teddie Story, Irving Cares Chief Executive Officer
The unselfish effort to bring cheer to others will be the beginning of a happier life for ourselves. 

--Helen Keller

211

There are agencies providing many other programs not shown on this list.  Dial 211 for information and referral services for all types of agencies.

American Cancer Society

Though American Cancer Society doesn’t accept physical gifts (much like you would give toys, clothes or food to other organizations), they always accept monetary donations. Beyond that, they would love to have more volunteers. Visit www.cancer.org to make a financial donation. 

Ashford Hall


A skilled nursing facility, Ashford Hall needs supplies for their parties:  holiday-themed paper goods, cookies, punch, etc.  Call 972-579-1919.
Bear Creek Community Church


Christopher’s Hope Pantry is holding a Thanksgiving dinner open to the public. They will need turkeys, stuffing, cranberry, desserts, corn bread, tortillas, and rice.  They anticipate serving over 150 families.  Contact Veronica Pearson at sunshinesol2001@yahoo.com.

Big Brothers Big Sisters


What if everyone fulfilled their potential? What if every child was put on the right path today? What if every child in our community graduated from high school, went to college, and gave back to our community? What could that start? It might be the start of something big. Learn how to become a mentor for Big Brothers Big Sisters at their Lunch and Learn event on November 30 at 12:00. Contact Mandy Klem at mklem@bbbstx.org or 214-288-3551. 

Blue Christmas (Police and Fire Departments)


For over 30 years, this program has provided food and toys for Irving school children.  Names come from school counselors, and this program will serve an anticipated 900 children this year. Drop off your donations of canned/boxed food items as well as new, unwrapped toys and gift items for children ages 1 – 16 years old at any Irving Fire station.  Contact Officer Gary Brockett, Irving Police Department at 972-721-2746 or gbrockett@cityofirving.org.  

Blue Christmas Chili Cook-Off
The second annual Irving Fire and Police Department's Chili Cook-off will be held December 3 at Heritage Park, 217 South Main, Irving, 75060 from 1 to 5 pm. Teams can register to compete alongside police and fire personnel. You can purchase a tasting cup for $5, and there will be raffles and live auctions. Contact Officer Gary Brockett at 972-721-2746 or gbrockett@cityofirving.org 
Brighter Tomorrows

            Clients at Brighter Tomorrows are in a transitional housing program, the domestic violence shelter, or the outreach program.  They have an Adopt-A-Family program for Christmas.  Donors can choose a family with 1,2,3, or more children; a single woman, a single man, etc.  They have between 150 and 200 families to provide for, and ask for at least two gifts per person.  Food for Christmas dinner is always great for the families, as well.  Contact Mellony at 972-263-0506 or Mellony@brightertomorrows.net. 

Captain Hope’s Kids

This charity works with several agencies to provide basic necessities for homeless children – diapers, wipes, school clothes, school supplies, etc. They need warehouse help, sorting and counting in donations as well as distributing them to shelters.  Their most needed items are new winter coats, baby formula, boys shoes, holiday toys, school supplies, school uniforms and swimsuits. Visit http://www.captainhope.org/volunteerop for a list of current volunteer opportunities. Contact Jeanne Reyer, Executive Director, Captain Hope's Kids, 10555 Newkirk, Suite 580, Dallas, 75220 at 214-630-5765 ext. 14. http://www.captainhope.org
Christian Community Action

Located in Lewisville but serving a portion of CFBISD which is in Irving, CCA provides a myriad of services designed to meet a family’s needs during a crisis: Family assistance, Adult Health Center, Affordable day care, Food Pantry, Golden Angels, Housing, Old Town Community Garden, Seasonal programs, Senior Monday Shopping Day, Spiritual programs & counseling, Vocational/education training. Visit www.ccahelps.org to learn more about their needs and volunteer opportunities. 
Citizens Development Center

This is a nonprofit agency that exists to empower men and women with disabilities to achieve their highest level of employability. Their employment programs and supportive services are designed to benefit both employees and employers. They assist individuals with disabilities in obtaining and retaining jobs in the community, while at the same time offering reliable and qualified employees to area businesses. Visit www.citizensdevelopmentcenter.org to learn more. 
Dayspring Family Church


Do you have a desire to help others? This church in south Irving has a Thanksgiving outreach. This outreach has the opportunity to provide a holiday meal to feed 1,200 families that are referred to them by social services agencies throughout Irving. Donate groceries or make a financial donation to purchase the needed supplies. Visit  http://www.dayspringfamilychurch.org/pages.asp?pageid=102234 for details. 
DFW Humane Society at Irving Animal Care Campus

Located at 4140 Valley View Lane, Irving 75038, there are animals to be adopted and plenty of volunteer work to be done. They also offer many low-cost programs for pet care. A donation to the Guardian Angel fund can help pay for care for abused or otherwise injured animals. Visit www.dfwhumane.com or call 972-721-7788.
Family Outreach of Irving

This agency provides prevention services for families at risk of child abuse.  For Thanksgiving, FOI is asking for grocery store gift cards for our families to purchase their own Thanksgiving dinner.  The purchases are carefully monitored by FOI.

Family Outreach has about 40 children currently in its caseload.  If you are interested in adopting one or more families for Christmas, the process is simple.  FOI provides a small wish list to you, you purchase the items, and then return them to FOI.  Gifts maybe wrapped or unwrapped.  Families are available for adoption beginning November 16.

Family Outreach would also appreciate any monetary donations to continue their goal of breaking the cycle of child abuse and neglect. Contact Jose Cortés at 972-721-6590 or jgcortes85@gmail.com. 
Family Promise of Irving 

A faith-based non-profit ministry that supports families who are experiencing homelessness as they search for new jobs, undergo job training, and obtain permanent housing, Family Promise is in the fundraising stages as they prepare to open in 2012.

The ministry is affiliated with the nationwide Family Promise which began in New York City in 1986. 80% of the families who complete the program have secured permanent housing. Their mission is to provide a safe environment in which families can stay together and give the assistance they need to become self sufficient. They need churches to serve as partners as well as financial support.

Visit www.familypromiseirving.org to learn more. 

Hope Fellowship Church


Located in downtown Irving, one outreach of this church is to provide furniture, appliances, and household goods for families.  Donations are needed throughout the year.  Contact Bryan Guidry at 972-259-3505.  Donations can be delivered to It’s a Leather Ministry at 116 South Jefferson, Irving, 75060.

Irving Cares

Financial assistance is offered for families to pay December rent, mortgage, or utilities. Referrals come from IISD counselors for families that meet income guidelines and attend a budgeting class.  Cash donations are needed to serve approximately 60 families. Each family also receives a $50 grocery card for their holiday meal. Make a secure online donation at www.irvingcares.org or mail checks to P O Box 177425; Irving, TX  75017-7425. 

 
Donations of nonperishable food are needed throughout the year. Drop off canned goods at the Irving Human Services Building, 440 South Nursery Road, Irving, 75060. Donations are accepted Monday through Friday from 9:00 to 3:00. Contact Leigh at leitson@irvingcares.org or 972-721-9181 x 209 to schedule a pick up.  Chamber offices, Irving YMCA on Irving Blvd., and David McDavid Honda of Irving are also drop off sites. 


The Patient Transportation Program provides access to medical appointments and prescription deliveries for about 100 individuals. Many of these clients are shut-in seniors, and they receive a $25 gift card from WalMart for holiday shopping. 

Volunteers are needed in the Food Pantry during the week. Must be able to lift 25 pounds and read a label on a can! Contact Leigh at leitson@irvingcares.org or 972-721-9181 x 209. 

Irving ISD

IISD has its Adopt A Family program every holiday season.  A company, organization or individual determines how many families they want to adopt.  IISD connects them to one of the participating IISD schools through the counseling department.  Counselors have lists that families have completed of items on their wish list including:  children’s ages, gender and sizes for clothing and toys along with family needs as well.  That list is given to the donor, who shops and delivers the items either to the family directly or to the school.  Deadline to be matched to a family is December 9.  That allows the donor time to shop and deliver before the Winter Break.  Contact Thelma Cantu at 972-600-5017 or volunteer@irvingisd.net.

Irving ISD’s Project PASS serves students classified as homeless in the district. They need toys for 300 children. Drop off your donations at the IISD Administrative Annex, 820 N. O’Connor Rd, 75061, by December 10. Contact Jacqueline Amador at 972-600-6113 or jamador@irvingisd.net.

Irving Family YMCA
First, the Y is holding a food drive for Irving Cares and hosting an Angel Tree for the Irving Women's Network in support of their work with homeless teens during the holidays. Donate food or pick an angel off the tree at the Y’s offices at 2200 Irving Blvd, Irving, 75061.

200 students each week participate in YMCA Youth & Government, and
175 children and 150 parents each week benefit from the Play N Learn Program. 400 students each week benefit from the Y-Chefs healthy cooking class, and 50 Families participate in the Family Obesity Prevention programs. 80 adults each week benefit from ESL classes offered at the YMCA.

All of these programs are free to their participants. To keep these programs growing, the Y will need financial support in January as they kick-off our Annual Partner's Campaign.  This year's goal is to double participants in these programs, so they have set $150,000 as mark they are shooting for! Contact Doug Fox at dfox@ymcadallas.org. 
 
Irving Fire Foundation

Founded in 2006, the Irving Fire Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating a distinct difference in the lives of our firefighters, their families, and our community. They hold an annual fundraiser that awards scholarships to firefighter children and grandchildren. Visit www.irvingfirefoundation.org for more information. 

Irving Healthcare Foundation

Irving Healthcare Foundation makes people healthier by awarding funds raised and encouraging volunteer service to worthy local nonprofit healthcare organizations. They work year-round raising funds to support programs at Irving’s nonprofit hospital, Baylor Medical Center at Irving, Battle Childhood Obesity program, Irving Interfaith Clinic, and Our Children’s House at Irving. Visit www.irvinghealthcare.org to learn more about areas of need and volunteer opportunities.


Irving Schools Foundation

The Irving Schools Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation that seeks to maximize educational opportunities for teachers and students by funding projects and activities that are not within the budgetary guidelines of the Irving Independent School District and for which tax dollars may not be expended.  

The Irving Schools Foundation is asking individuals to support this mission.  Your holiday gift is a great opportunity to recognize special friends, family or co-worker with a donation made in their name. The foundation can also work with you to honor the memory of a lost friend or family member. Contact Mandy Hamilton-O’Neill, Executive Director at 972-600-5018 or MandyHamilton@irvingisd.net. Visit www.irvingisd.net/foundation for more information. 
La Buena Vida Foundation

The mission of this nonprofit is to improve the lives of under-privileged and youth in need through a variety of charitable programs to include leadership development and higher education opportunities. The Foundation has two primary initiatives: Playing Through and the LeaderBoard.  The Playing Through Initiative is currently focused on The Main Place and Buena Vida House. While the LeaderBoard Initiative supports The Front 9, Fairways & Dreams, and College Fore Caddies programs. 
The La Buena Vida Foundation is focused on, but not limited to, serving the Greater Irving area. They serve youth in need—teen mothers, homeless teen students, the economically disadvantaged and teens without mentors, role models or other positive life influencers. Visit www.labuenavidafoundation.org for more information.

Make a Wish Foundation

Since 1980, the Make-A-Wish Foundation® has enriched the lives of children with life-threatening medical conditions through its wish-granting work. You can help by volunteering time, talent or treasures, or by making a financial contribution. In the US, a wish is granted every 40 minutes. Visit www.wish.org for more information. 

Metrocare Services 


This agency is north Texas' leading nonprofit dedicated to helping people with mental illness, developmental disabilities, and severe emotional problems live healthier lives. They need gifts for teens -- make up, toiletries, after shave lotions, brushes, combs, and gift cards from Wal-Mart, theaters, Target, Sam’s (any amount). 
The perfect service project for your church group, work team, social club or family is the Toy Run on Sunday, December 18.  Toys donated at the Toy Run (a huge motorcycle ride with info at www.thebigtexastoyrun.com) are brought to Metrocare's administrative office at 1380 River Bend Drive, Dallas, 75247 where they are sorted, and Wish Lists for hundreds of low-income, special needs kids are filled. Choose from one of three shifts, or stay until the job is done! No children under 12 please. Contact Abel Hernandez at abel.hernandez@metrocareservices.org or http://www.metrocareservices.org/volunteer.aspx 

Muscular Dystrophy Association

            To raise funds for research and sending children to camps, MDA holds various events throughout the year. Contact Gay Lingle, Volunteer Coordinator at glingle@mdausa.org or 972-480-0011 for more information. 

Northgate Plaza Nursing & Rehab Center

The Activities Department at Northgate Plaza Nursing & Rehab Center is currently asking for donations so that they can give presents to their residents at their annual Christmas party. Presents can include socks, pajamas, robes, house shoes, toiletry items, health and beauty items for men and women, and clothing. 


Additionally, they are asking for items to use as decorations. Items can include Christmas trees, balls, icicles, statues, etc. 

 
Please contact Activities Director at 972-255-4460.

Poverty & Homeless Coalition


In January, service providers come together to perform the Homeless Persons Count. This year’s count will be held on January 26. Volunteers are needed to promote the event; set up and tear down the event; prepare and serve the meal; distribute coats, blankets, toiletries; and survey homeless persons. In the meantime, collect backpacks, toiletries and gently used or new coats. Contact Irving Cares for more information at 972-721-9181 x203. 

Salvation Army

The Salvation Army’s year-round presence is magnified during the holidays when they enroll needy families for Christmas assistance, place Angel Trees at various locations, including the Irving Mall, engage in the Red Kettle Campaign at shopping venues and on streets around the city, and hold their annual Super Lunch, which raises money for the Irving Community Center and its youth programs, family programs, and social services that extend beyond Christmas.  That event will be held on December 5 at 11:30 at Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas.  Sponsorships and individual seats are still available. To register go to http://www.salvationarmyirving.org/sponsor-form.aspx. Contact Salvation Army at 972-438-6335. 
Serving Irving


Last year, over 2,000 hot turkey dinners were served at 13 apartment complexes or mobile home parks on Thanksgiving Day.  There are lots of opportunities to help in this event’s 14th year:  Distribute invitations by November 13; Package supplies on November 15 at 9 am; Prepare 275 fruit pies and bring them to the church by November 22; Prepare food at 10:00 am or 6:00 pm on November 23; Set up tables and chairs at sites on November 24 (need trucks and people able to do light lifting); Serve food at locations in south Irving on November 24.


These activities are coordinated at Oak View Baptist Church at 1004 South Story Road, Irving, 75060. Call 972-790-3629 for more information. 

South MacArthur Church of Christ


This church in south Irving participates year-round in Half-Hour Heroes, a program where volunteers spend 30 minutes each week with a child: as a lunch buddy or a reading buddy. Visit www.schoolworksdfw.org for more information. 
The Main Place - Advocates for Homeless Teens


This group focuses on the approximately 200 homeless teens in the Irving ISD. The Main Place needs new blankets, pillows, towels, twin and double bed sheets to pass out to homeless teens. Many of these kids are couch surfing and need linens. Blankets and pillows are the number one item on their lists of wants. Referrals are from the counselors at IISD and Winfree Academy. To participate, please contact Sharon Johnston at 214-202-0225.          

Irving Women's Network is sponsoring a holiday tree this year.  Anyone interested in fulfilling the wish lists of homeless teens may contact Sharon Johnston at 214-202-0225.  They won't have Christmas gifts without our help.

Unite for Troops

A one-day drive held in Irving on November 12 from 10 am to 5 pm to collect necessities for deployed troops. For six years, Porter's Army & Navy, 600 East Irving Blvd., 75060 has invited the Irving business community to join them in collecting needed items for those serving overseas and their families.
All items collected will end up directly in the hands of the brave men and women of our military. These items will be delivered directly to the first USO stationed in Iraq as well as deploying military from Ft. Hood and DFW Airport. They sent us a list of their needs including children's books to be used with the United For Reading Program. This program invites military parents to select and read books, provided by us, from a reading room for their children. They are taped while reading and even given private time with the camera. The videos and books are then sent to their children. It's easy to see how quickly they can run short of books. There is also a list of needed items such as snacks, non breakable Christmas ornaments, batteries, small toiletries and of course letters.

Visit http://unitefortroops.com/index.html for more information. 

Urban League Community Service Center


Donations of toys are needed for kids, birth through 12: gift cards to WalMart or Target, books, board games, radios, handheld video games etc. They serve approximately 100 children with toys. Contact Erma Vaughn at 214-413-1745 or evaughn@ulgdnctx.com.  

Volunteer Opportunities


The holidays are quickly approaching and as expected, there are many agencies that need your help. A consolidated list of holiday-related volunteer opportunities is available at http://volunteernorthtexas.org/volunteers_holiday_opp.html.
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